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[bookmark: _GoBack]OPEN LETTER
To: Ms. Hadja Lahbib, European Union Commissioner for Preparedness, Crisis Management, and Equality
Subject: Initiative to Develop a National White Paper on the Renewal of Hungarian Civil Protection in Light of Cross-Sectoral EU Crisis Management Reforms 
Dear Commissioner, 
As President of the Hungarian Civil Protection Association (MPVSZ) and on behalf of our members, I respectfully greet you. At this historic moment, 21st-century hybrid threats, natural disasters caused by climate change, and the impending reform of the EU Civil Protection and Health Emergency Response System (UCPM-HER) are all compelling us to rebuild societal resilience on a new foundation.
The MPVSZ, as the largest domestic civil protection umbrella organization representing both civil society and the professional sector, welcomes the efforts of the European Commission and the Cypriot Presidency to strengthen cross-sectoral crisis coordination (ERCC Cell). 
At the same time, we believe that true security and successful crisis management do not depend solely on coordination centers in Brussels or decisions made by central government. Disasters and crises strike locally, in the reality of everyday life. The most important line of defense is provided by prepared citizens, local governments, civilian rescue organizations, and professional emergency responders. 
In order for Hungary to have an effective, sovereign crisis management model that is also based on European solidarity, a comprehensive, transparent, and professional review of the current domestic structure is essential. Therefore, on behalf of the MPVSZ, I am addressing you with the following firm request: We request that the European Commission provide political, professional, and financial support for the expedited preparation of a National White Paper on the future of Hungarian civil protection. 
The proposed White Paper—as an independent, expert-led strategic document—would be based on the following four pillars, while also providing a direct response to EU reforms:
Overcoming the Human Resources Crisis: An Objective Assessment of the Situation and a Package of Recommendations for Addressing the Wage and Status Issues of Retiring and Active-Duty Personnel (firefighters, civil defense workers) and for Ensuring Genuine Recognition of Careers in Law Enforcement.
Decentralization and Civilian Funding Channels: A strategic plan to strengthen local governments and volunteer rescue organizations, as well as a proposal for a direct, bureaucracy-free system for accessing EU civil protection funds. 
Modern Public Preparedness Program: Development of a 21st-century national education and training framework focused on hybrid threats, cybersecurity, and energy crises (blackouts), to be implemented by the MPVSZ’s civilian base. 
Civil-Military Coordination Interface: Establishing the domestic legal and operational frameworks for flexible, volunteer-based civil-military cooperation, ensuring the integration of civilian expertise and high-tech tools (e.g., volunteer drone units).

Dear Commissioner, 

Civil protection transcends political cycles and requires long-term cooperation from all responsible stakeholders. Civil protection is about the safety of every Hungarian and every European citizen. 
This is a purely professional matter that is our shared European responsibility. I ask you to affirm your support for the National White Paper during your meeting on Friday as a guarantee of Hungarian society’s resilience. 
The MPVSZ stands ready, as an independent professional body bringing together the finest experts from the professional, retired, and volunteer sectors, to coordinate the development of this landmark document. 
Trusting in their constructive cooperation and their commitment to the renewal of Hungarian civil defense, I wish them every success in their work.
Budapest, June 26, 2026. 

With respect and comradely regards:

Dr. István Endrődi, Retired Colonel
President of the Hungarian Civil Protection Association
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